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Local Autonomy Index 2.0 (1990-2020): Australia (AUS)

Introduction
At present, there are 537 councils Australia-wide. Local government in Australia is under the jurisdiction of each state and territory government. There are a total of six states and two territories, with local government present in only the Northern Territory. There is no federal constitutional provision for local government in Australia, and the state/territory governments ultimately determine the functions of local councils. 
Local government has a considerable amount of local autonomy, in both the ‘day-to-day’ planning and delivery of services and local infrastructure, and in the employment of staff to administer the various local government responsibilities. The local government acts (detailed below) grant forms of general competence powers to enable local councils to undertake any activities necessary for them to fulfil the functions and powers delegated to them. However, local governments can be dissolved, suspended or amalgamated if the state/territory government regards such measures as appropriate. 
The state/territory governments for the most part, no not override day-to-day decisions of councils, but they will intervene if there are concerns regarding a council’s financial position or governance. This typically occurs if a council is at risk of not being able to undertake its core functions. These issues often relate to decision making paralysis at an elected level or when there are significant conflicts between the elected council and the senior leadership of the administration. While this is relatively rare, i.e., it might occur less than once per year in a jurisdiction, the decision to suspend the operation of a council is taken carefully, with the elected level stood down and replaced by an administrator and at times the most senior leader is suspended or replaced. 
For the purpose of the Local Autonomy Index 2.0, the six states of New South Wales (NSW), Queensland (QLD), South Australia (SA), Tasmania (TAS), Victoria (VIC) and Western Australia (WA) form part of the study
.  The scores presented are for the period of 1990 to 2020, with reporting on any key coding variations across the years detailed below.  The legislative and regulatory requirements of local government is controlled by Acts of State Parliament and include:
NSW – Local Government Act 1993
QLD – Local Government Act 2009
VIC – Local Government Act 1989 (The new Local Government Act 2020 (Vic) will be implemented in 4 transitional stages and applies to all 79 local councils in Victoria. During these 4 stages, the new Act will co-exist with many of the provisions in the old Act until 1 July 2021.)
SA – Local Government Act 1999

TAS – Local Government Act 1993
WA – Local Government Act 1995
In relation to the various areas that form part of this study – self-rule (institutional depth, policy scope, political discretion), fiscal autonomy (financial transfer, financial self-reliance, borrowing), organisational autonomy and interactive rule (legal protection and the relationship with higher level governments), there have been no significant changes to legislation (based on the coding scheme) since the various state local government acts were enacted in the 1990s and thereafter.  
Major local government reforms
 over the years that have seen amendments made to the acts relate to:
· Internal organizational reform - between 1989 and 1995 all state governments enacted legislation that introduced new governance and management practices for local authorities. 
· The roles of elected members and appointed officials - these were redefined to ensure a clear separation between policy and administration.
· Provisions requiring councils to establish more transparent management practices and introduce measures that would facilitate constituent involvement in decision-making.
The legislated functions of local government remain broadly unchanged, however, the composition of services offered by local government has changed markedly over the last 20-30 years with a move from largely property-based services to include human services and an increase in the relative importance of recreation and culture, and housing and community amenities, and an expansion of education, health, welfare and public safety services. This has been particularly notable with the expenditure patterns and shift in local government finance
.

Local government autonomy for the most part, remains unchanged. Local government is not mentioned in the federal/national Constitution but is granted varying degrees of recognition and protection under state constitutions, although these can be altered simply by an act of the state legislature.
Self-rule
1. Institutional depth
The constitutional responsibility for local government lies with the state government. State legislation stipulates the activities which the state requires the local government to perform, as well as the functions it is able to perform if it so chooses. In practice, local councils have a great deal of operational autonomy, but they can be dissolved, suspended or amalgamated with other councils if their state government regards such measures as appropriate. The state/territory government may also override council decisions
. A score of 1 has been given as local authorities may choose from a narrow, predefined scope of tasks according to the state constitution and each respective Local Government Act. They may choose not to carry out all tasks, for example certain areas of community service such as refugee resettlement.  

CODING: 1
2. Policy scope
EDUCATION

Pre-school Education – Score 0.5:  Councils are involved in the provision of early childhood education as part of pre-schools/childcare services through land use planning and leasing of council premises. While each state differs slightly, the provision of preschool/kindergarten (aged 3-6 years) or childcare facilities (aged 0-5) and service delivery including staffing, are managed by a range of organisations that include local government, parent committees, community organisations, private operators, independent schools and some government schools.  As local government is not the sole provider of preschools in a municipality a score of 0.25 was recorded for both infrastructure/service delivery and responsibility of staffing.

Primary and Secondary Education – Score 0: this is solely the responsibility of State government. 
Education Score: 0.5

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE  
Economic Assistance (distress relief) – Score 0.5 
One of the key responsibilities of all councils across the various jurisdictions as detailed in each state Local Government Act is to fundamentally provide for the health, safety and welfare of the community. Councils regularly partner with the State Government, local businesses and community service providers in the provision of a range of social services including assistance and support to people at risk of homelessness, or the provision of affordable rental accommodation for people on low incomes. The federal government is responsible for financial assistance in relation to welfare, although councils provide rate relief as part of their financial assistance to individuals who receive income support from the federal government.
Work training/rehabilitation – Score 0: Responsibility of the state and federal government.
Integration of refugees – Score 0.5: 
At the national level, the Department of Immigration is primarily responsible for refugee settlement planning. Local governments engage in actions to promote multiculturalism, social inclusion and ensure equitable access to their programs and services for all community members. However, their role in settling new migrants and refugees varies from local government to government. 
There are various programs that councils are initiating to welcome new migrant and refugee arrivals to their community and the wider Australian community, such as through becoming Refugee Welcome Zones. Councils’ welcoming activities include: consulting the refugee and migrant communities, new policies, small funding grants, gatherings, events, service directories, translating services, youth programs, in language materials, awards, local cultural precincts and local employment support programs. There is cost shifting amongst all levels of government with federal and/or state governments initiating programs and provide initial funding, but costs are later shifted to councils
.

Social Assistance Score: 1
HEALTH

Primary health services – Score 0.5:  The primary health care system can provide community-based, patient-centred care by a team of health professionals.  Local governments, in addition to providing some community-based health and home care services, can have a significant role in public health and health promotion activities, dependent on funding from state and federal governments. For example, the provision of immunisation services; smoking cessation, nutrition awareness and weight loss programs; child and maternal health services; and promoting safety and physical activity
. In some remote and rural areas councils may provide funding or accommodation to attract general practice doctors to their localities.

Most of the ‘health’ related functions of local governments relate to environmental health regulation, waste collection and food safety.
Hospitals – Score 0:  Public hospitals are funded and managed by state and territory governments or the private sector.
Dental services – Score 0: Dental health services in Australia are not covered by the national healthcare program Medicare. The majority of dental services are paid for by individuals, with or without assistance from private health insurance. State administered public dental services are available, however eligibility is limited.    

Health Score: 0.5

LAND USE

Zoning and building permits – Score 2: 
State planning legislation is administered through local government who typically control local zonings and determine the use and development of land. Local government are primarily responsible for drawing up and approving local land-use plans that determine permitted development. Furthermore, they prepare related zoning regulation and can issue other ordinances to influence the built environment within their jurisdictions
.
Local government can vary state planning measures and tailor solutions to meet their own local requirements through locally developed plans such as Planning Scheme Amendments, Development Control Plans, Local Plan Amendments etc.  This usually requires consultation with local communities, approval of the Council and at times approval by the relevant state Planning Minister.   
Most councils have municipal building surveyors on staff or contract, and they are responsible for the building control functions of councils. This includes the issuing of building permits.  A score of 2 has been given as local government is primarily responsible for land-use planning including building permits and zoning.
Land-use Score: 2
PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

Public transport – Score 0.25: The state government is responsible for bus and railway services in Australia. Some councils do however choose to operate supplementary bus services such as community transport for the elderly, people with disabilities or along certain routes that are not covered by state transport services.  The score is 0.25 as local government does not assume full responsibility for bus transport services. 
Note: Transport around Brisbane is managed by the Queensland Government and the councils of the local government areas which make up the metropolitan area, including the Brisbane City Council. As there are only few councils that share in the provision of bus transportation, and it is not mandated across the state, the score remains at 0.25. 
Land-use Score: 0.25
HOUSING
Housing – Score 0.5: Whilst the primary responsibility for housing policy and housing funding lies with federal and state governments, local governments play a role in facilitating housing delivery and retaining existing affordable housing through state regulation including land use planning and at times direct housing provision. 
While there is some variation in jurisdictions, metropolitan scale planning documents are usually set by state governments – e.g.  the 30 Year Plan for Adelaide, SA – but the implementation of local plans, as well as planning and development controls are most commonly delegated to councils
. Local government can influence affordable housing supply through their management of the planning system, through for example, inclusionary zoning and voluntary planning agreements (VPAs) which occur in NSW
. The score is 0.5 as local councils are marginally responsible for the provision of social housing and housing and town development. 
Housing Score: 0.5
POLICE

Police – Score 0: This is not a local government function in Australia. 

CARING

General caring services – Score 0.25:   Under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, local government has a responsibility to plan for and provide equitable access to all services, facilities and programs it delivers to the community. Councils receive funding from state and/or federal governments to provide a range of support services and facilities to assist people with a disability and older people to live independent and healthy lives in the community.  Assistance may be provided by staff, contractors or volunteers. 

A different mix of services may be provided by each council to support local needs and circumstances. In-home care services may include home care, personal care, respite care, property maintenance, delivered meals, assessment and care management. These services are often state government funded and staffed by volunteers.  In regional and remote areas some councils provide nursing homes for the aged or disability services and accommodation as there are no other providers in their localities. Some councils will provide these services directly, some will enable the not-for-profit sector to deliver in their locality.
Special groups – Score 0.25: As above, support services are also provided for people with a disability, older people and the less advantaged. Some regional councils directly operate disability and aged care centres for example.
Child protection – Score 0: This is not a local government function in Australia.
Caring Score: 0.5
CODING POLICY SCOPE:2 
3. Effective political discretion  
EDUCATION

Pre-school Education – Score 0: ‘Decisional authority of state government.
Primary Education – Score 0: Not the ‘responsibility of local government
Secondary Education – Score 0: Not the responsibility of local government
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

Economic assistance – Score 0: Not a function of local government 

Work training / rehabilitation – Score 0: Not a function of local government 

Integration of refugees – Score 0: Commonwealth function
HEALTH

Primary Health – 0:  Decisional authority of state government
Hospitals – Score 0: Decisional authority of state government

Dental services – Score 0: Not the responsibility of local government

LAND USE – 
Building permits - Score 1

Zoning – Score 0.5: This function is shared with State Government

The legal framework for land use zoning in established by the States, hence each State has different zoning rules. Land use zones are generally defined at local government level, however in all cases the state governments have an absolute ability to overrule the local decision-making.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

Bus transport services – Score 0: Decisional authority of state government

Railway transport services – Score 0: Decisional authority of state government

HOUSING

Housing and town development – Score 0.5: Shared responsibility with state government
Social housing – Score 0: Decisional authority of state government
POLICE

Public order – Score 0: Not the responsibility of local government

Traffic police – Score 0: Not the responsibility of local government

CARING

General caring services – Score 0.5

Services for special groups – Score 0.5

Child protection – Score 0: Not the responsibility of local government

CODING: 1
4. Fiscal autonomy

The biggest single component of local government revenue is rates, which is a tax levied on property owners based on a valuation of the property. Rates, when taken as an average across the sector, make up approximately 38% of total revenue
 although the proportion of own source revenue through rates varies significantly across metropolitan, regional and rural councils, with rural councils often having less than 10% own-source revenue, with the short fall made up from distributions from the federal government. State legislation determines the framework in which rates can be levied with a moderate degree of discretion on how rates are set; Victoria and New South Wales are the only two states where council proposed rate increases cannot exceed a cap set by the state government.  

CODING: 2 
5. Financial transfer system
Overall, grants and subsidies from the Australian and state/territory governments account for around 14% of total local government revenue
. There are no significant variations between states however, for some rural and remote councils where own-source revenue raising capacity is limited, intergovernmental transfers and grants can account for more than 70% of council revenue. In Australia there is significant vertical-fiscal imbalance, where the federal level of government collects the majority of tax revenue through income taxes and the state governments are the main providers of services.  Constitutionally prohibited states cannot directly transfer funding to local governments, so transfers occur from the federal level, via state governments through a negotiated funding formula.
The main federal transfer to local governments is the Federal Local Government Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs). The FAG program consists of two components:

· a general-purpose component which is distributed between the states and territories according to population (i.e., on a per capita basis), and

· an identified local road component which is distributed between the states and territories according to fixed historical shares.

Both components of the grant are untied in the hands of local government, allowing councils to spend the grants according to local priorities
.

In addition, there are specific-purpose payments (SPPs) to the states and local government for functions such as education, health care, transportation, 

and environment.

CODING: 3
6. Financial self-reliance

Collectively, councils raise more than 80% of their own revenue with rates accounting for about 38% of this revenue
, although there can be significant differences between rural and metropolitan councils.  Individual councils have differing abilities to raise revenue, based on location, population size, rate base and the ability to levy user charges. 
Local government revenue comes from three main sources – taxation (rates), user charges and grants from federal and state/territory governments. A fourth source, categorised as “miscellaneous” by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, consists of revenue raised through the likes of investment interest, dividend interest, income from public enterprises, and fines.
CODING: 3 
7. Borrowing autonomy

Each respective local government act, or in the case of Queensland, the Queensland Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act (SBFAA) details the borrowing arrangements for local government.  In New South Wales, Tasmania and Queensland, councils require the approval of the responsible Minister (NSW & TAS) or Treasurer (QLD) in order to borrow monies. While for the other jurisdictions - South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia, approval is not required, hence the score variation of 1 and 2 for the respective states.

In terms of borrowing restrictions, requirement c applies (no borrowing above a ceiling, absolute level of subnational indebtedness, maximum debt-service ratio for new borrowing or debt brake mechanism).
CODING:1 & 2 
8. Organisational autonomy
Local executives and election system score 1: Local government executives (mayor and councillors) are elected either directly or indirectly by the members of the council or by the electors of the district. The core elements of the political system including the electoral system, number of seats, etc. is the responsibility of the state and not local government, although there is limited autonomy in some jurisdictions to choose either a directly or indirectly elected mayor.
Staff and local structures score 1.5: Each council employs or contracts staff to provide local government services, is responsible for salaries, and ultimately determines the organisational structure of the council, framed within legislative guidance.
Generally local government cannot establish separate entities but are able to provide funding to an organisation (e.g., contractor) to provide a service on its behalf, typically waste or economic development services.
CODING:2.5
Interactive-rule
9. Legal protection  
Legally, Australian local government is created by and wholly subservient to the states. The states can dictate what councils shall or may not do; they can place limits on councils’ revenues and levy councils to help fund state services; they can amalgamate or abolish local government areas, adjust boundaries, and dismiss elected councils
.

Local government is not mentioned in the federal Constitution but is granted varying degrees of recognition and protection under state constitutions – although these can be altered simply by an act of the state legislature.

A score of 1 was given for legal protection as statutory laws and regulations in each state jurisdiction confer on local government powers to carry out their functions. However, in the case of disputes with higher authorities, local government have very limited recourse to the judicial system through administrative or ordinary courts. They are generally resolved by the Minister or the Governor, on the recommendation of the Minister.
CODING: 1
10. Administrative supervision
Administrative decisions made by local councils are subject to the rules of administrative law. In each state, the ultimate control of local councils rests with the Minister for Local Government, so complaints about the actions of local councils are dealt with under State law.

The score for all states was 0 for this indicator. A tribunal can review the decisions of a municipality to make sure that it is in accordance with the legislation and the powers conferred on it. Therefore, administrative supervision is ‘obtrusive’ because the courts and tribunals can review the administrative legality as well as merits of municipal decisions. For example, in Western Australia the State Administrative Tribunal is the primary place for the review of decisions made by Government agencies, public officials and local governments. 
CODING: 0
11. Central or regional access  
Local governments in Australia have channels to influence higher level government’s policy making through formal consultation procedures and mechanisms, formal representation structures and informal channels.  
Up until May 2020, the primary forum for intergovernmental relations was Council of Australian Governments (COAG). COAG was established in 1992 and its role was to initiate, develop and implement national policy reforms requiring cooperative action between the Australian, state/territory and local governments in economic, national security, social and environmental areas.   While this has since been superseded by the National Federation Reform Council, with direct responsibility for decision-making resting with the ministers, the structure remains largely unchanged with a meeting of the Prime Minister, state and territory First Ministers and the President of the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA). However, excessive bureaucracy and infrequent meetings have put into question the overall role of the agency.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, a National Cabinet was established in March 2020 which is the Australian intergovernmental decision-making forum composed of the Prime Minister and all state and territory premiers and chief ministers. While sometimes referred to as another COAG, local government is not represented here. 

In 2006, an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) establishing principles guiding intergovernmental relations on local government matters was signed by the Australian government, all state and territory governments and Australian Local Government Association (ALGA). The IGA establishes a framework within which services are to be funded and delivered to the community at the local level. Its key feature is in-principle agreement between governments that whenever responsibility is devolved to local government, local government will be consulted and the financial and other impacts taken into account
.
ALGA is recognised as the peak national body for local government (with each state and territory having a state association of local government), representing local government on a wide range of ministerial councils, intergovernmental committees and advisory bodies.  In 1994, the National General Assembly (NGA) of Local Government was inaugurated, and today remains the peak annual event for Local Government, attracting in excess of 800 Mayors and Councillors each year. This event provides a unique opportunity for local government to engage directly with the Federal Government, to develop national policy, and to influence the future direction of our councils and our communities.

In terms of other informal channels that represent local government, there is the Australian Municipal, Administrative, Clerical and Services Union (Australian Services Union), which is one of the largest trade unions in Australia and represents, amongst other things, the interests of local government workers. Along with the Local Government Professionals Association is a professional association of senior local government staff, also with a federated structure.
CODING: 3
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Additional questions (2020 only)
With these additional questions on the potential causal mechanisms and effects of local autonomy, we want to collect a current perception. More concretely, it means that it would be great if you could give us your answers to these questions directly here (i.e. no coding sheet), without considering any possible asymmetries in your country (i.e. national level only) or any changes over time (i.e. 2020 only). Any interesting (legal) indication may be also mentioned/added.
To better understand how an external shock may cause a change in local autonomy in a given country, a question is asked about the implication of Covid-19 pandemic.
The effects of local autonomy concern the satisfaction with local government service delivery, the importance of local government for citizens, the satisfaction with local democracy, the turnout at local elections and the trustworthiness of local politicians.
Implication of Covid-19 Pandemic

	Implication of Covid-19 pandemic
	The extent to which the autonomy of local government has been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic
	0-3
	0 local government autonomy has generally decreased with the Covid-19 pandemic

1 local government autonomy has not been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic

2 local government autonomy in health has increased with the Covid-19 pandemic

3 local government autonomy in health and in other fields related to the Covid-19 pandemic has increased


CODING:1
The COVID-19 pandemic has seen the introduction of local government legislative amendments to assist councils and ratepayers during the COVID-19. The changes have occurred as either additional amendments to current local government acts or through newly created emergency legislative updates that extends the operation of amendments to local government acts.  
Overall, the legislation aims to assist councils and while there may be short-and long-term financial challenges, the overall autonomy of local government remains largely unchanged. 
Some legislative changes that have impacted both positively and negatively on local government as a result of COVID include:

· Allowing councils to apply annual rate peg more flexibly to respond to short-term changes in their community’s ability to pay while ensuring long-term financial sustainability

· Preventing councils from instigating legal action to recover rates and charges for six months unless financial hardship provisions are considered, and

· Providing employees with greater flexibility around annual and long service leave entitlements to assist councils to minimise job losses and manage and retain staff during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Satisfaction with local government service delivery

	Satisfaction with local government service delivery
	The extent to which the citizens are satisfied with local government service delivery
	0-3
	0 citizens are generally not satisfied at all with local government service delivery

1 citizens are generally moderately satisfied with local government service delivery

2 citizens are generally mostly satisfied with local government service delivery
3 citizens are generally entirely satisfied with local government service delivery


Some state departments or local government associations carry out local government community satisfaction surveys.  At present, survey results for 2020 are only available for Victoria. Results from a 2019 survey for Tasmania are also included.

VICTORIA: CODING 2

Sixty-one Victorian councils participated in the 2020 survey, with a minimum of 400 interviews undertaken within each participating municipality. The survey was conducted by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning
 on behalf of participating councils. 

Overall, citizens are generally mostly satisfied with local government service delivery. They are particularly pleased with art centres and libraries, appearance of public spaces and recreational facilities, while improvements were noted for unsealed roads, slashing and weed control. 

TASMANIA: CODING 2

In 2019, surveys were conducted as telephone interviews of randomly selected residents across Tasmania to measure community satisfaction with Tasmanian Councils’ overall performance, as well as with a range of council provided services and facilities.
Community satisfaction with Council’s overall performance remained stable since 2009, with respondent’s rating Local Government’s performance as ‘good’; The service that respondents rated as the most important (i.e. regular garbage collection), was also the service with the highest level of satisfaction;  Other services and facilities that received "excellent” levels of satisfaction were museums, galleries, and public art, community events and festivals, parks, gardens, and playgrounds, and regular/green waste recycling
. Conversely, services and facilities of most concern were local traffic management, local roads, and planning for what buildings are developed.
Importance of local government for citizens

	Importance of local government
	The extent to which local government has an important role in the daily life of citizens
	0-3
	0 local government is not important at all in the daily life of citizens

1 local government is somewhat important in the daily life of citizens

2 local government is important in the daily life of citizens

3 local government is very important in the daily life of citizens


CODING:3

Local government plays an integral role as a ‘place shaper’ for local communities and is a key catalyst in meeting the needs of citizens that drive their attachment to, and satisfaction with, the areas in which they live
.

The findings of a research paper entitled, Why Local Government Matters (2015)
, investigated how and why the activities of local governments, and their roles in society, are valued by communities. Some of the key findings included:
· Australians think that local government is the best level of government to make decisions about the local area.
· Australians believe it is important that local governments deliver a diversity of activities, with planning for the future being amongst the most important considerations.

· There is strong support for the role of local government in service delivery, particularly in health and education. 

· There is enormous support for local government to provide services that deliver a healthier and fairer society, and for the view that decisions about services should not be made just on value for money. 

Satisfaction with local democracy

	Satisfaction with local democracy
	The extent to which the citizens are satisfied with local democracy
	0-4
	0 citizens are not at all satisfied with local democracy

1 citizens are rather not satisfied with local democracy

2 citizens are neither dissatisfied nor satisfied with local democracy

3 citizens are rather satisfied with local democracy

4 citizens are entirely satisfied with local democracy


There is no current data available on the extent to which citizens are satisfied with local democracy. Trust in one means of measuring satisfaction in democracy. The findings of a survey prepared by the Museum of Australian Democracy on Trust and Democracy in Australia, shows that in 2018 satisfaction in democracy has more than halved in a decade and trust in key institutions and social leaders is eroding
.
Fewer than 41 per cent of Australian citizens are currently satisfied with the way democracy works in Australia down from 86 per cent in 2007.
In general, levels of trust in government and politicians in Australia are at their lowest levels since times series data has been available. Federal government is trusted by just 31 per cent of the population while state and local government performs little better with just over a third of people trusting them.
Government Ministers are distrusted by 48 per cent of respondents and only trusted to some degree by 23 per cent. The figures get slightly better when citizens are asked about their local MP (31 per cent indicating they "trust them a little bit") and local councillors (29 per cent saying they "trust them a little bit").
The level of opportunity to participate in the political system – to vote, engage in debate, be consulted and provide input, could also be considered another measure of satisfaction with local democracy. All local government Acts for each state and territory in Australia outline the in-principle need for local government to engage with the community and to encourage and assist participation.
A 2020 Victoria Local Government Community Satisfaction Survey, ranked ‘community engagement/involvement’ as the second area most need for improvement across councils
, suggestive of overall dissatisfaction with participating in local government decision-making, albeit to what extent, it is unclear.  

CODING:1
Turnout at local elections

	Turnout at local elections
	Electoral turnout at local elections (approximately, last general elections)
	0-4
	0 no elections

1 between 1 and 25 %

2 between 26 and 50 %

3 between 51 and 75 %

4 between 76 and 100 %


Local elections vary from state to state with voting compulsory in NSW, QLD, VIC (18-70years) and optional in SA, WA and TAS. The turnout at local elections is therefore higher in the states where it is compulsory. The following details voter turnout based on available data with associated coding response:
· NSW (2016)
 – 84% 
CODING: 4
· QLD (2016)
 – 83%

CODING: 4
· VIC (2012)
 – 72%

CODING: 3
· WA (2017) – 35%

CODING: 2

· SA (2018)
 – 33%

CODING: 2
· TAS (2018)
 – 59%

CODING: 3
	Electoral participation on local level compared to electoral participation on national level
	The extent to which electoral participation on local level is higher than on national level 
	0-2
	0 electoral participation on local level is generally lower than electoral participation on national level

1 electoral participation on local and on national level are very much the same

2 electoral participation on local level is generally higher than electoral participation on national level


Electoral participation at the local level is lower than electoral participation at the national level because it is compulsory by law for all eligible Australian citizens to enrol and vote in federal elections, by-elections and referendums.

CODING: 0
Trustworthiness of local politicians

	Perception of trustworthiness of local politicians
	The extent to which local politicians are trustworthy
	0-4
	0 local politicians are not at all trustworthy

1 local politicians are rather not trustworthy

2 local politicians moderately trustworthy

3 local politicians are rather trustworthy

4 local politicians are very much trustworthy


CODING:2
Refer to previous response on ‘Satisfaction with local democracy’
	Perception of trustworthiness of local politicians compared to national politicians
	Whether local politicians are more trustworthy than national politicians
	0-2
	0 local level politicians are generally less trustworthy than national politicians

1 local and national politicians are similar in terms of trustworthiness

2 local level politicians are generally more trustworthy than national politicians


CODING: 2
Refer to previous response on ‘Satisfaction with local democracy’

� Northern Territory (NT) does not form part of the study and data is not provided as local government in the NT is very atypical.
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