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Introduction
Self-rule
1. Institutional depth
In 2014, a new law governing municipal finances was adopted — the Public Finance Act (PFA). The Law repealed and superseded the previously applicable Structure of the State Budget Act and the State Budgets Act. The Public Finance Act retained the two principal types of municipal activities — those performed under the responsibility of the local government and those delegated to municipalities by the central government. The activities delegated to municipalities by the central government and the standards for their costing and quantitative and qualitative assessment are determined jointly by the competent minister, the National Association of Municipalities in Bulgaria (NAMB) and the Minister of Finance and are then adopted by the Council of Ministers. The standards are used to determine the total funding necessary for the delivery of the public services delegated to municipalities by the central government and for its allocation to individual municipalities. The amount of funding is earmarked in the annually adopted State Budget Act for the respective year.
By a decision of the local (municipal) council delegated activities may be parly financed by the own revenue of each municipality and by the equalising subsidy (grant) it received from the central government. From a functional perspective, municipal spending, according to the single budgetary classification, may be divided into personnel costs, upkeep, interest, benefits, compensations and assistance paid to households, and grants to cover running costs and capital expenditure. 
The Public Finance Act has introduced requirements for drawing up three-year budget forecasts and the implementation of different fiscal rules governing municipal expenditure and local debt. According to an opinion of the National Association of Municipalities in Bulgaria (NAMB) the new Act reintroduces the principle of centralism, reinforcing ‘discretionary management at central government level’. (NAMB (2014), p. 7).
In 2016, the Public Finance Act was amended to incorporate certain definitions and provisions governing the access of municipalities experiencing financial difficulties to interest-free loans from the central government. Acting on a proposal from the Minister of Finance, the Council of Ministers may approve an additional transfer (subsidy) from the central government budget, which a municipality may disburse on the repayment of interest-free loans upon certain conditions, which demonstrate that the necessary action has been taken to restructure the municipal budget and implement a dedicated plan to improve municipal finances. 
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2. Policy scope
EDUCATION 
Pre-school education – score: 0.5
The municipality is responsible for providing nursery/kindergarten care and pre-school education for the children in the municipality. It covers upkeep costs, including food and utilities such as heating, lighting and water, repairs and costs relating to the upgrade and modernisation of infrastructure.  
The budget delegated by the central government covers salaries, social and health insurance, additional remuneration, such as differentiated pay scales, remuneration paid under fixed-term (civil) contracts, compensations for occupational disease and disability, and other staff emoluments. For preparatory school groups, the cost of delegated activities includes the cost of textbooks. The amount of costs is determined annually on the basis of standards adopted by the government for activities measured by natural and cost indicators.
Primary Education - score 0.5: 
The municipality is responsible for the provision and maintenance of municipal school infrastructure. The cost of salaries, insurance, other items of remuneration, maintenance, school grants, and the acquisition of long-term fixed assets is covered by the income from the general subsidy for delegated activities. Municipalities may co-finance delegated activities at their own discretion. 
Secondary education – score 0.5: 
The municipality is responsible for the provision and maintenance of municipal school infrastructure. The cost of salaries, insurance, other items of remuneration, maintenance, school grants and acquisition of long-term fixed assets is covered from the general subsidy for delegated activities. Municipalities may co-finance delegated activities at their own discretion. 
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
Economic assistance - score 0.5:
According to the Social Assistance Act social assistance is financed by the budget of the central government, the Social Assistance Fund, and other sources of funding. The municipalities set up public councils by a decision of the local council, which facilitate and assist social assistance activities and exercise public control over their performance.
The district governors and the mayors of municipalities create conditions and assist the Social Assistance Agency by providing buildings, premises, and other material conditions necessary for the performance of the activities within the remit of competence of the Agency.
The regional departments of the Social Assistance Agency, which use buildings or premises belonging to the central or local government, are exempt from paying rent.
In 2020, the Social Services Act was adopted, which governs the provision, use, planning, financing, quality, control and monitoring of social service delivery in Bulgaria. Planning of social services financed by the central government budget has been introduced at the national level through the development of a National Map of Social Services. 
The municipalities are responsible for the delivery of social services financed by the central government budget and municipal budgets.
The provision of social services financed by the budget of the central government and municipal budgets is handled by the municipalities through independent organisation and provision of all activities relating to the direct provision of social services; special legal entities established by the municipalities for the purpose of social service delivery; and delegation of social service delivery for private social service providers. The central government budget and municipal budgets finance solely services included in the National Map of Social Services.
Municipal budgets finance the social services provided by municipalities, which are not financed by the central government budget; are partly financed by the central government budget according to the National Map of Social Services; are included in the National Map of Social Services but no dedicated financing for their delivery has been earmarked in the State Budget Act for the respective year.
The amount of fees payable for the social services provided by municipalities financed from the central government budget are determined by the municipal councils in accordance with the Local Taxes and Fees Act. (Social Services Act).
Work training – score 0.5
The employees involved in social service delivery have the right to attend induction and follow-up training. Training is provided by the social service providers in accordance with a developed programme for induction and follow-up training of staff.
The municipality may organise independently or in partnership with the Social Assistance Agency and the Job Centres different training events for persons at risk. The training events may be financed under various EU programmes and co-financed by municipal or central government funds. 
Integration of refugees – score 0
Municipalities do not have any responsibilities relating to the integration of migrants. On a voluntary basis, local authorities may apply for funding under various EU programmes for the integration of refugees in their respective territories. 
HEALTH 
Primary health services – Score 0:
The municipalities are not involved in the organisation and provision of primary health services. These services are within the remit of competence of the central government. 
Hospitals – score 0.5
There are government, municipal and private hospitals in Bulgaria. With regard to municipal hospitals, local authorities have certain responsibilities for infrastructure maintenance and in some cases for the purchase of certain equipment. The municipalities may use financing from EU programmes for the rehabilitation of buildings and the purchase of medical equipment. 
Dental services – score 0
The municipalities do not have any responsibilities for the provision of dental services. 
LAND USE 
Zoning and building permits - Score 2
According to the Spatial Development Act municipal councils and the mayors of municipalities, acting within the remit of their competence, determine policy and perform activities relating to spatial development within the respective municipality. Within each municipality and the municipal districts of the Metropolitan Municipality chief architects are appointed who serve as civil servants or full-time employees of the respective municipality. The chief architect is responsible for the management, coordination and control of the activities relating to spatial planning, design and construction in the respective municipality, and issued administrative decisions within the remit of their powers conferred to them by law. Construction permits are issued by the chief architect of the municipality against a fee calculated in accordance with the Local Taxes and Fees Act. 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HOUSING 
Public transport – score 0.5
Local authorities may provide urban bus transport services. These can be arranged via dedicated municipal companies or through the selection of service providers through public procurement tenders. Rail transport is fully within the remit of competence of the central government.
Housing – 1
Local authorities are responsible for the development of housing in the municipality. In the run-up to local elections, each mayoral candidate puts forth a governance programme for the respective municipality for the forthcoming term. The activities of the new municipal leadership are aligned to this programme. At the end of each term, the mayor presents a report on programme implementation.  
Local authorities may make housing arrangements for citizens in need. For this purpose, the municipal council determines the fees payable for the use of council housing and may elect to waive the fees for certain vulnerable groups of citizens.
Police – score 0.5
Local authorities have the right to offer municipal police services. These are provided on the basis of a signed agreement between the municipality and the relevant Provincial Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. On the basis of the contract a monthly fee is determined, which the municipality pays from its own budget. The municipal police are responsible for the control and safety of traffic along the main boulevards and streets, keeping public order, etc. The possibility to establish a Municipal Police Unit under an agreement with the Ministry of Internal Affairs is limited due to the high maintenance cost of the police officers working for the unit. Very few municipalities in Bulgaria have elected to establish municipal police units.
CARING 
General caring services – Score 0.5
Assistance for disadvantaged persons living in the municipality are approved by a decision of the relevant municipal council. The municipality may provide council housing to persons in need upon terms and conditions stipulated in dedicated regulations adopted by the respective municipalities. Local authorities provide services of the ‘meals on wheels’ type, which are financed by the municipal budget. In this case, the decisions on service delivery are adopted by the municipal council). The services may also be financed by EU funds in accordance with the relevant rules. 
Special groups – Score 0.5
The municipality, acting jointly with job centres and the local departments of the Social Assistance Agency, provides services to different categories of vulnerable groups.
Child protection – Score 0.5
Local authorities share the responsibility for child protection services with the central government. Municipalities establish commissions on juvenile crime prevention. As an element of their work, the commissions adopt action plans for support and counselling of children at risk. This activity is financed by the general subsidy of the municipality for activities delegated by the central government, which each municipality may choose to co-finance from its own budget.
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3. Effective political discretion
(see formulation of criteria of Policy scope)
EDUCATION 
Pre-School Education - score 0.5 – the municipality adopts independent decisions on the provision of the service, maintenance costs and capital expenditure. 
Primary Schools – score 0.5 – the municipality adopts independent decisions on the provision and maintenance of municipal school infrastructure. 
Secondary Schools – score 0.5 – the municipality adopts independent decisions on the provision and maintenance of municipal school infrastructure.
Score: 1.5
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Economic Assistance – score 0.5: The function is carried out in cooperation with the Social Assistance Agency. 
Work Training – score 0.5: This function is shared with the Social Assistance Agency and Labor office. 
Integration of refugees – score 0
Score: 1
HEALTH 
General/primary services – score 0: not a municipal function 
Hospitals – score 0.5 the municipality adopts independent decisions on the capital expenditure of municipal hospitals
Dental services– score 0: not a municipal function 
Score: 0.5
LAND USE
Zoning and building permits – score 2 the municipality adopts independent decisions. 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HOUSING 
Public transport 
Bus transport services – 0.5 the municipality adopts independent decisions on urban and intercity transport within the municipality.
Railway transport services - 0
Score 0.5
Housing – score: 1 - the municipality adopts independent decisions.
Police – score: 0.5 – the municipality decides whether to conclude a contract for the provision of the municipal police service.
CARING 
General caring – score: 0.5 - the municipality adopts decisions on the provision of the service and may choose to co-finance the activities delegated by the central government.
Special groups – score: 0.5 - the municipality may adopt decisions on the provision of services and may co-finance activities delegated to it by the central government
Child protection – score: 0.5 - This function is shared and coordinated with the central government. The municipality adopts decisions on the provision of the service and may co-finance activities delegated to it by the central government at its own discretion.
Score 1.5
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4. Fiscal autonomy
In 2007, municipalities were granted the right to freely determine the amount of local taxes they charge. Local taxes include property tax, inheritance tax, tax on donations, property transactions tax, motor vehicle tax, small-business tax and tourist tax. Since 2018, municipalities have also collected the tax paid for the taxi carriage of passengers. 
Local authorities determine the amount of local tax within certain limits established by the Local Taxes and Fees Act. Municipalities may not influence or determine the tax base. 
CODING: 1 
5. Financial transfer system
The transfers municipalities receive from the central government are typically earmarked for the implementation of certain activities. During the period 2014-2020 the general (non-earmarked) transfers accounted for 7.73 % to 10.03 % of total transfers to municipalities. The subsidy (transfer) not earmarked for specific activities is also called general equalising subsidy. During the period 2014-2020 there was an increase in the amount of transfers from the central government, with the highest increase being registered in the general subsidy for activities delegated to municipalities by the central government (target grant). 
In 2019, access to the funds from the general equalising subsidy was limited by law. Access is determined on the basis of five components, with the component with the greatest weight being the one that equalises the difference between 120 % of the level for the country and the permanent income from tax per resident of the respective municipality. The remaining components include allocation on the basis of the cost needs of municipalities with access measures by using natural indicators; a component for the municipalities whose share of revenue against general income is less than 25 percent; a component to ensure to ensure that the municipality receives the full amount of the subsidy determined by the State Budget Act; and an additional component, which is allocated to municipalities with an average tax effort above the national average for the respective rate within the boundaries set in the Local Taxes and Fees Act. The municipalities entitled to receive a general equalising subsidy (grant) are those whose permanent tax residents are lower than 120 % of the national level per resident in Bulgaria. The criterion according to which municipalities are classified in the group without access to a general equalising subsidy is the lack of permanent tax revenue, which include property tax, tax on motor vehicles, tourist tax, small businesses tax and tax on the carriage of passengers by taxi. 
CODING: 0 
6. Financial self-reliance
The share of local revenue and own revenue in municipal expenditure in the period 2014-2020 varied between 36 % and 41 %. A trend towards a steady increase in municipal revenue has been observed but central government transfers retain their dominant share. 
CODING: 2 
7. Borrowing autonomy
There is no requirement for municipalities to obtain higher-level authorisation in order to borrow money. 
The limitations that apply to the use of municipal debt are stipulated in the Public Finance Act and the Municipal Debt Act.
The annual amount of municipal debt payments (cost of interest and principal) for each municipality in any year may not exceed 15 per cent of the annual average amount of its own revenue and the general equalising subsidy for the last three years, calculated on the basis of the annual reports on budget execution of the municipality. The nominal value of the municipal guarantees issued during the year may not exceed 5 per cent of the total amount of revenue and the general equalising subsidy under the last annual budget execution report of the municipality.
Until 2014, the limitations applicable to municipal borrowing were stipulated in the Municipal Debt Act. With the adoption of the Public Finance Act the rules governing municipal borrowing were collated in the newly enacted law. 
The State Budget Act for the respective year stipulates a separate set of rules applicable to municipal debt. The rules are negotiated between the central government and local authorities. 
CODING: 2 
8. Organisational autonomy
In accordance with national law the mayor and local councillors are elected by the local population for a term of four years in accordance with the Election Code. The structure of the municipal administration is determined by the municipal council on a proposal from the mayor of the municipality. The municipality has the right to determine the salaries of the employees engaged in the implementation of local activities (primarily the municipal administration). The salaries of teachers and other categories of employees engaged in the performance of tasks delegated to municipalities by the central government are covered from the general subsidy (grant) for delegated activities and are determined on the basis of adopted annual standards. The municipalities have the right to establish municipal companies.
CODING: 3
Interactive rule
9. Legal protection
According to the Bulgarian Constitution, municipalities have the right to own property, which they are required to use to further the interest of the local community.  Municipalities have independent budgets. The permanent sources of revenue of municipalities are stipulated by law. The municipal council determines the amount of local taxes and fees in accordance with terms and conditions and within boundaries established by law. The municipal council determined the amount of local taxes and fees in accordance with a procedure established by law.
The central government supports the normal operation of municipalities through the budget or otherwise.
The municipalities may petition the Constitutional Court seeking a resolution to a dispute within the remit of competence of that Court.
Local authorities may also approach all other courts in Bulgaria seeking a dispute resolution. In recent years, municipalities have filed and won a number of lawsuits against Managing Authorities of European Union programmes in respect of wrongly imposed financial corrections. Practice also shows that municipalities are filing lawsuits against taxpayers who fail to pay local taxes and fees payable. The lawsuits concerned are filed under the Civil Procedure Code.
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10. Administrative supervision
With the adoption of the Public Finance Act in 2014 a requirement was introduced for municipalities to adhere to certain financial parameters, including ceilings for the new debt they can take on during the year, their maximum spending commitments during the year, the arrears they have from the previous year to be paid in the current year; the ceilings for payments towards current municipal loans, etc. Where a municipality fails to observe the financial parameters concerned, it can be classified as a municipality with financial difficulties. The Ministry of Finance draws up publicly available quarterly reports on the financial parameters of individual municipalities. The National Audit Office also controls compliance with fiscal discipline rules.
CODING: 1 
11. Central or regional access
Representatives of municipalities have the right to individual consultations and negotiations on a variety of issues with the sectoral ministries and they can submit enquiries and various proposals to the central government via the National Association of Municipalities in Bulgaria.
The municipalities designate their representatives to the National Association of Municipalities in Republic of Bulgaria (NAMRB). The NAMRB represents local authorities in meetings with the Ministry of Finance and the National Assembly and participates in various working groups and committees.
The mayors and municipal councillors may discuss problems of the municipality with Members of Parliament representing the respective region. These meetings take place in the special hours dedicated to meetings with citizens of the Members of Parliament. When seeking support is necessary to find a solution to problems encountered by a municipality, the Members of Parliament address enquiries in open plenary as an element of parliamentary oversight. In the case of local problems, such as floods and landslides, a group of MPs invite the competent minister to answer questions in Parliament.
CODING: 3
References
Zlatanska S., Borisova G., Kalcheva D., Petrov S. (2021) Sistema za finansova stabilnost i fiskalna distsiplina na obshtinite v Balgariya, Izdatelski kompleks UNSS
Zakon za publichnite finansi
Zakon za obshtinskiya dalg
Ministerstvo na finansite  (2020) Doklad za izpalnenie na darzhavniya byudzhet
Ministerstvo na finansite (2020) Finansovi pokazateli na obshtinite
Natsionalno sdruzhenie na obshtinite v Balgariya (2014) Sastavyane i priemane na obshtinskite byudzheti za 2014 g. NSORB – Aktiv
Kalcheva D.,(2020) THE DEBT OF MUNICIPALITIES IN BULGARIA - THREAT OR OPPORTUNITY, Economics and Management Volume: XVІІ, Issue: 1, Year: 2020, pp. 58-67
Zakon za sotsialnite uslugi
Zakon za sotsialnoto podpomagane
Zakon za ustroystvo na teritoriyata
Transparency International Bulgaria (2020). Mestna sistema za pochtenost (online). Available at: http://lisi.transparency.bg/years/2017/ (Accessed: 10 September 2020)
The 2014 Electoral Code: https://www.lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2136112596
Ministerstvo na finansite (2020) Dokladi za izpalnenie na darzhavniya byudzhet za perioda 2007-2019 (online). Available at: https://www.minfin.bg/bg/247 (Accessed:15/03/2021)
Ministerstvo na finansite (2020), Finansovi pokazateli na obshtinite  (online). Available at: https://www.minfin.bg/bg/810 (Accessed:15/03/2021)
Natsionalen statisticheski institut (2020), Infostat, (online). Available at: https://infostat.nsi.bg/infostat/pages/module.jsf?x_2=190 (Accessed:15/03/2021)
Kalcheva D. (2020) Balgarskite obshtini v usloviyata na krizata, svarzana s razprostranenieto na COVID-19, Izvestiya Spisanie na Ikonomicheski universitet Varna. 64 (1). s. 5-21
Kalcheva D. (2020) E-uslugite v publichnata administratsiya i pandemiyata COVID-19, Spisanie Public Policy.bg, vol. 11, #4, s.52-61
Additional questions (2020 only)
With these additional questions on the potential causal mechanisms and effects of local autonomy, we want to collect a current perception. More concretely, it means that it would be great if you could give us your answers to these questions directly here (i.e. no coding sheet), without considering any possible asymmetries in your country (i.e. national level only) or any changes over time (i.e. 2020 only). Any interesting (legal) indication may be also mentioned/added.
To better understand how an external shock may cause a change in local autonomy in a given country, a question is asked about the implication of Covid-19 pandemic.
The effects of local autonomy concern the satisfaction with local government service delivery, the importance of local government for citizens, the satisfaction with local democracy, the turnout at local elections and the trustworthiness of local politicians.
Implication of Covid-19 Pandemic
	Implication of Covid-19 pandemic
	The extent to which the autonomy of local government has been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic
	0-3
	0 local government autonomy has generally decreased with the Covid-19 pandemic.
1 local government autonomy has not been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic
2 local government autonomy in health has increased with the Covid-19 pandemic
3 local government autonomy in health and in other fields related to the Covid-19 pandemic has increased


CODING: 0 
As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic there was a decrease in the own revenue of municipalities. Local authorities are applying a range of measure aiming to facilitate, support and protect local citizens and businesses, including the waiver of rent payable in respect of municipal properties that were closed on account of the lockdown, discontinuation of the collection of fees from catefeteria and other small businesses using pavement space, suspension of the payment of the small businesses tax, a reduction by 5 % of the tax payable by natural persons for the entire year, providing personal protection equipment and disinfectants in schools, providing conditions for working from home, etc. Each municipality has full discretion as to the measures it wishes to bring in. Against the background of diminishing revenue, municipalities have been increasing spending on disinfection. services of the ‘meals on wheels’ type, support for municipal hospitals, assistance to citizens in need, etc. (Kalcheva, 2020, p. 8). 
The analysis of the dynamics of revenue generated since the beginning of 2021 shows that the Covid-19 pandemic has led to a decrease in income from small business tax, tourist tax, municipal fees for kindergarten and nursery school attendance, markets and exchanges, the waste collection fees payable, property tax, etc. At the same time, government transfers (grants), which are essentially target subsidies have been increasing to make up for the shortfall. 
The Ministry of Finance has introduced a requirement for municipalities to submit an additional report on their additional spending in connection with the measures taken to prevent the transmission of COVID-19. If a municipality experiences a drop in revenue as compared to the same period in the previous year, there is a possibility for the municipality to obtain an interest-free loan from the central government budget.
Satisfaction with local government service delivery
	Satisfaction with local government service delivery
	The extent to which the citizens are satisfied with local government service delivery
	0-3
	0 citizens are generally not satisfied at all with local government service delivery
1 citizens are generally moderately satisfied with local government service delivery
2 citizens are generally mostly satisfied with local government service delivery
3 citizens are generally entirely satisfied with local government service delivery
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Citizens are generally moderately satisfied with local government service delivery. Local authorities have taken timely action to protect the population, including through disinfection, providing support to socially vulnerable groups and care for elderly people, organising services of the ‘meals-on-wheels’ type, etc. A major part of Bulgarian municipalities have expanded the scope of available e-services. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic in the period March-October 2020, 70 new municipalities joined the Single model for requesting, payment and delivery of electronic services (Kalcheva, 2020, p.57).
Importance of local government for citizens
	Importance of local government
	The extent to which local government has an important role in the daily life of citizens
	0-3
	0 local government is not important at all in the daily life of citizens
1 local government is somewhat important in the daily life of citizens
2 local government is important in the daily life of citizens
3 local government is very important in the daily life of citizens


CODING: 2
Local government is important in the daily life of citizens. The local population is involved in various public discussions and organised referenda. The municipality is important for local people. This is supported by the fact that there are currently no discussions in Bulgaria about municipality mergers. On the contrary, there is a trend toward an increase of the number of municipalities and a great deal of willingness of local citizens to organise individual municipalities and involvement in the management of independent budgets. In February 2021, a referendum on the secession of the town of Obzor from Nesebar Municipality took place. The referendum was successful and was supported by more than 70 % of the local population. The Council of Ministers is expected to shortly adopt a decree on the establishment/refusal to establish a new municipality.
Satisfaction with local democracy
	Satisfaction with local democracy
	The extent to which the citizens are satisfied with local democracy
	0-4
	0 citizens are not at all satisfied with local democracy
1 citizens are rather not satisfied with local democracy
2 citizens are neither dissatisfied nor satisfied with local democracy
3 citizens are rather satisfied with local democracy
4 citizens are entirely satisfied with local democracy
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Citizens are rather satisfied with local democracy. Many municipalities re-elect their mayors and local councillors, which demonstrates that residents are satisfied with the state of play of local democracy and local government. 
Turnout at local elections
	Turnout at local elections
	Electoral turnout at local elections (approximately, last general elections)
	0-4
	0 no elections
1 between 1 and 25 %
2 between 26 and 50 %
3 between 51 and 75 %
4 between 76 and 100 %
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In the period 1991-2019 electoral activity at local elections varied within a broad range of 47 % to 84 %. In the last local election (2019), electoral activity was 50 % and in the local election conducted in 2015 it stood at 54 %.
	Electoral participation on local level compared to electoral participation on national level
	The extent to which electoral participation on local level is higher than on national level 
	0-2
	0 electoral participation on local level is generally lower than electoral participation on national level
1 electoral participation on local and on national level are very much the same
2 electoral participation on local level is generally higher than electoral participation on national level


CODING: 1
Since 2013. electoral activity at local elections has been roughly the same as that in parliamentary elections (parliamentary elections: 2014 - 49 %; 2017 – 54 % and local elections – 2015 – 54 %, 2019 – 50 %).
Trustworthiness of local politicians
	Perception of trustworthiness of local politicians
	The extent to which local politicians are trustworthy
	0-4
	0 local politicians are not at all trustworthy
1 local politicians are rather not trustworthy
2 local politicians moderately trustworthy
3 local politicians are rather trustworthy
4 local politicians are very much trustworthy
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Local politicians moderately trustworthy. In Bulgaria, there are many small and medium-sized municipalities in which the citizens are personally acquainted with the mayor and local councillors. Meetings are organised of representatives of the local authorities and local residents and there is a moderate level of trust in the local elected representatives.
	Perception of trustworthiness of local politicians compared to national politicians
	Whether local politicians are more trustworthy than national politicians
	0-2
	0 local level politicians are generally less trustworthy than national politicians
1 local and national politicians are similar in terms of trustworthiness
2 local level politicians are generally more trustworthy than national politicians
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In Bulgaria, interest and trust in the mayor and municipal councillors are higher than trust in the Members of Parliament. (Transparency International Bulgaria) The Local integrity index for Bulgaria in 2017 stood at 3.29 (against a maximum of 5). The highest scope was assigned to the mayoral role (3.89), followed by the municipal administration (3.79) and the municipal council (3.39). The local integrity index of political parties is 2.99. 
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