[image: image1.png]adoin3 |p1o0g




European Commission

Country profile
[image: image1.png]

Local Autonomy Index 2.0 (2015-2020): Lithuania (LTU)

Jurga Bučaitė-Vilkė, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania, assoc. professor, Department of Sociology
Introduction
The report introduces the data for Local Autonomy Index 2.0 based on Lithuanian scoring. The document covers the developments in the local autonomy system over the period from 2015 to 2020. The index comprises several indicators, starting from policy scope, effective political discretion,  financial system and others to legal protection, administrative supervision, and central or regional access. The country represents the unitary one-tier level country with 60 municipalities in total (corresponding to LAU-1 level) with a total population of 2,79 million in 2020 (Statistics Lithuania, 2020). The municipalities vary significantly in size from 3,097 thousand inhabitants in Neringa municipality to the Vilnius municipality's capital city with 562,030 thousand inhabitants. For almost three decades, Lithuania has been characterized by a highly consolidated local government system with a relatively stable municipality number. The upper administrative tier (regional government level, former "counties", in total 10) was abolished in 2010, taking advantage of the arguments of minimizing administrative burden, the economy of scale and overlapping municipal and regional functions. Counties (unofficially referred to as "regions") now exist as administrative and statistical units without executive power.
Self-rule
1. Institutional depth
According to the legal status of local government and related legislation, e.g., the main document on the Law on Self-Government, the Lithuanian municipalities are responsible for the wide range of state-delegated as well as self-regulated (autonomous) functions. The Law on Local Self-Government, firstly approved in 1994, regulates and approves the list of municipal tasks. Autonomous functions, regulated by the Constitution and related legislation, include, among others, the following as municipal budget drafting, management, use and disposal of the land and other property, organization of general education, public transportation, provision of social services, social housing, territorial planning and infrastructure and many others. Those that are state-delegated tasks include various fields from state land management to social protection and active labour market programs. From 2015 to 2020, several amendments concerning autonomous municipal functions came into force in 2015, especially in regulating and distributing social benefits for socially vulnerable groups (family social assistance cards). The other changes in autonomous municipals tasks include the social policy fields such as protecting the children, preventive assistance to the family, and coordination of services provided by social, educational, and healthcare institutions. The other significant change in Amendments concerns the municipal participation in the preparation and implementation of regional development plans that came into force in 2020 and referred to the political discussion on regional policy and increasing municipal autonomy. 

CODING:3
2. Policy scope
EDUCATION
CODING 1.5
Pre-school education – score 0.5. Lithuanian municipalities take partial responsibility for organizing pre-school education (ECEC) for children from 2 years old to 6 years old (before the obligatory start of schooling age) and monitored by the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports. In Lithuania, the central authorities provide state-allocated funding for the pre-school education system and regulate the teachers' teaching provisions and qualifications. The role of municipalities is related to handling the institutional network of pre-school educational institutions, quality of the childcare services, and the procedures of enrollment, discounts, and fee policies for families. The ECEC is funded jointly by governmental funds and municipalities. The government provides essential funds for the 20 hours per week for each child, and municipalities might supplement it. However, parents pay for the meals and contribute with a small payment to educational services. From 2015 to 2020, no major changes were implemented in terms of municipal responsibility for the pre-schooling infrastructure, maintenance and teaching personnel. We provide a 0.5 score to education infrastructure because local authorities can regulate the expansion of the ECEC institutional network by reducing or expanding the number of facilities to meet local parental needs. Additionally, the number of private institutions is rising that creates some kind of local service provision competition. 
Primary education - score 0,5 and Secondary education – Score 0,5: Referring to the Law on Local self-Government, the municipal task on organizing primary and secondary education is a state-delegated function with strict state regulations on education quality and staff qualifications. The legislation defines the task as organization of pre-school education, general education, and provision of education for children under 16 years of age living in the municipality territory, including maintenance of schools facilities or implementing general education programs for students with special needs. Primary and secondary education is a state-subsidies function that comprises a large share of municipal budgets. The municipalities have some level of autonomy in regulating the network of school infrastructure. Due to decreasing number of young population in rural areas, municipal authorities implement the decision to reduce the number of schools. In urban municipalities, the local authorities take complete responsibility to sustain vacancies' availability and affordability in the public schooling system by investing in building new facilities (mostly in so-called suburban "ring" municipalities). From 2015 to 2020, no major changes were implemented in terms of municipal responsibility for the school infrastructure, maintenance and teaching personnel. 
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
CODING 2
Economic assistance – Score 1.0.: The Law on Local self-Government as the main legislation act regulating the municipal functions imposes the obligations for local authorities regarding planning and provision of social services, creation and maintenance of social service establishments, supporting social families and social housing provisions. These tasks are defined as autonomous but significantly depend on state subsidies. State-funded social welfare assistance and financial payments comprise approximately 13-18 per cent of total municipal budgeting expenses (Ministry of Finances).  We provide scoring 0.5 for the organization and delivery of economic assistance and personnel (0,5). According to national guidelines, the municipalities are obliged to ensure the provision of social services by planning the services, controlling the quality, and establishing and maintaining social service institutions (amendments approved in 2020). 

 Work training – score 0.5: Referring to the Law on Local self-Government local authorities partly implement the active labour market policy to organise public and seasonal works and contribute to the re-qualification programs. The Ministry of Social Security and Labor is the main actor taking responsibility for the policy implementation at all national, regional, and local levels. In ALMP policy, Lithuania is advancing with the regulatory enforcement initiatives for the greater involvement of local municipalities. However, from 2015 to 2020, the regulatory quality has not improved sufficiently, and frequent legal amendments do not create a stable legal environment for ALMP measures. Municipal capacity for ALMP policy implementation is lagging. The municipalities do not have functional discretion in implementing, managing and supervising the ALMP system. In this regard, we provide a scoring 0.5 for the work training services implementation.

Integration of refugees – Score 0.5: In Lithuania, the municipalities take partial responsibility for integrating refugees in terms of organizational delivery of services (assistance of housing, temporally placements and social welfare benefits). However, from 2015 to 2020, no special amendments to the Law on Local Self-Government on refugees' integration were not submitted or approved. Municipal authorities do not have special departments or staff allocated for refugee matters. At the national level, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Ministry of Social Security and Labor entirely regulates the field, including the administration of national refugee centre and refugee integration programs (language courses, qualifications and professional integration). We provide a scoring 0,5 for the infrastructure.
HEALTH 
CODING 1
Primary health services – Score 1: According to the Law on Local Self-Government and Law on Health Care Institutions, municipalities are responsible for implementing and organization of primary health care services in their territories. The Law covers establishing, reorganising, and maintaining primary public health care institutions, except public health care for pupils in pre-school, general education schools and vocational training, public health promotion, and public health monitoring. The largest share of primary health services institutions is public ones. However, the options for private-public health services are also available, mainly in the urban municipalities. The National Health Insurance Fund partly covers private-public health services based on special agreements with service providers. We provide a score 0,5 for the infrastructure and personnel (score 0,5). Since 2015, we do not observe significant changes in the field of primary public health care. 

Hospitals – score 0: The field of hospitals and implementation of the third level health care services are the responsibilities of the state (the Ministry of Health) that regulates the establishment, reorganization, and maintenance of hospitals. In some cases, the municipalities are the shareholders of hospitals together with the Ministry of Health and provide together therapeutic medical services and primary health services. 
Dental services – score 0: Dental services are the Ministry of Health's responsibility, and no other municipal participation is observable in this regard.

LAND USE 

Zoning and building permits - Score 2: The Law on Local Self-Government and Law on Management, Utilisation and Disposition of State and Municipal Properties (firstly approved 1998, later amendments) also regulate the variety of municipal tasks concerning state and municipal land use, zoning and building permits. The municipal responsibilities in management, use, and disposal of the land and other property belonging to a municipality by the right of ownership are considered autonomous tasks. The local authorities also have a wide range of responsibilities concerning infrastructure planning, preparation of strategic development and action plans, territorial planning and supervision of construction works. However, in State land use, local authorities supervise the management and use by right of trust of State-owned land reclamation, and hydro-technical construction works as state-delegated function. We provide a score of 2.0. because of the primary responsibility of municipalities to this respect. Since 2015, no major revisions were made in the field of zoning and building permits.  
PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HOUSING 

Public transport – score 0.5: As for the organization of public transport services, we provide a score of 0.5. for organizing public bus transport in the municipal territories. The railway connections and services are regulated under special legislation and implemented by the National Railway Company. As referred to The Law on Local Self-Government, the municipalities organize the regular local passenger transportation by establishing their municipal enterprises, e.g. bus service companies. Municipalities also organize the supplementary function of transportation organisation, free of charge, between home and school for comprehensive school pupils residing in rural and remote localities. 
Housing – 1.0: In Lithuania, the municipal task on housing and town development and social housing is considered an autonomous municipal function. The Law on Local Self-Government includes the responsibilities on territorial planning function and development of infrastructure, the preparation of strategic development and action plans, participation in the preparation and implementation of regional development programmes that concern the housing field. Municipalities also take broad responsibility for the social housing task, including maintenance, provision of buildings and social housing rent (considered an autonomous local government function). Municipalities are free to engage in social housing development and building projects; however, a large share of real estate property is bought from private owners on average market price. The local authorities can also regulate the charge for social housing dwellings considering the socio-economic situation of beneficiaries or other social groups in need. Some changes were implemented in 2018 by adding more municipal responsibilities over the social housing management. Referring to the Law on Support for Acquisition and Lease of Social Housing (No. XII-1215, last amendments in 2018), municipalities can autonomously regulate the decisions on the municipal housing management and social housing fund (construction, purchase, etc.), and define the beneficiaries eligible for housing and the rent payments.
Police – score 0,5: The municipal responsibility on keeping public order is also provided by the Law on Local Self-Government. The task of participation and cooperation in ensuring public order and implementation of crime prevention programmes is one of the autonomous municipal function. However, the municipal police stations (including traffic police) are regulated and financed under the Law on Police Activities Organization provisions and supervised by the National Police Office (the Ministry of Internal Affairs). We record a score 0,5 for the municipal participation in keeping public order. 
CARING 
CODING 3 (2 since 2018)
General caring services – Score 1: The Law on Local Self-Government refers to a wide range of the autonomous municipal functions in the field of social care and social welfare, for example, planning and provision of social services, establishment and maintenance of social service establishments and facilities, supporting families financially in need and cooperation with non-governmental organisations working in social welfare. The care is organized and provided by the municipal personnel in various areas, e.g. nursery homes, care homes for elders and disabled, daycare centres, etc. In Lithuania, a large share of general carrying services is state-subsidized. We provide a score 1.0 for the large percentage of municipal responsibilities in this regard. 
Special groups – Score 1: Municipal responsibilities regarding the needs of special groups, e.g. disabled persons or other persons in need, are defined in the legislation on Local Self-Government. Municipalities are fully responsible for the services infrastructure and staff politics. However, these functions are fully subsidized by the state. Because of the full local authorities' responsibility for providing services to particular groups, we assign a score 1.0.
Child protection – Score 1.0 by 2018 switch to 0.0: By 2018, the child protection and children rights area was a full responsibility of municipalities under the provisions of the Law on Local Self-Government. In 2018, the government implemented significant changes in re-organizing child protection institutions and centralizing their provision in municipal territories (the legislative amendments to the Law on the Protection of Fundamental Rights of Child came into force in November 2017). The State Child Rights Protection and the Adoption office, including their territorial units, is fully responsible for providing the service, including the organization of preventive assistance to the child and family, coordination of services provided by social, educational, health care institutions other assistance needed. There are 12 territorial divisions of the Child Rights Protection service in the country, which ensure the protection of the children's rights and respond to all reports of violations of the rights of the children. The Office has the right to prosecute administrative offences for administrative offences related to violations of the child's rights. With the child rights protection system's centralisation, municipalities remain the most important partner of the State Child Rights Protection and Adoption Service. Municipalities provide education, social services and health services to families facing socio-economic difficulties and unable to cope alone.

 CODING: 3
3. Effective political discretion

We provide a short explanation for the dimensions recorded as no (0.0) or some (0.5) decision-making over the functions below. Score 1.0 means real authoritative decision-making over the specific municipal tasks. 
EDUCATION
CODING 2
Pre-school education – score 1.0.
Primary education - score 0,5 and Secondary education – Score 0,5: in Lithuania, primary and secondary education is carried out under the strict supervision of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports. As mentioned above, the municipalities have some autonomy in regulating the institutional network of school facilities, e.g., establishing and constructing new public schools and reducing the number of facilities. 
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

CODING 1

Economic assistance – Score 1.0. 
Work training – score 0.0: the municipalities can participate in a limited number of active labour market programs, such as public or seasonal works. 
Integration of refugees – Score 0.0: The function of integrating refugee programs is implemented under the Ministry of Internal Affairs regulations and shared with the municipalities in the social assistance and social housing field. 
HEALTH 

CODING 1

Primary health services – Score 1.0.
Hospitals – score 0: The local authorities become the shareholders in establishing hospitals. However, all hospital services decisions are made under the central authorities (regulated by the Ministry of Health Security).  
Dental services – score 0: this not a municipal function in Lithuania. 
LAND USE 
CODING 1.5
Zoning – score 0.5. In State land use cases, the municipal function is partly shared with the National Land Service under the Ministry of Agriculture and other related state agencies. 
Building permits - Score 1.0.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HOUSING 

Public transport – score 0.5: In Lithuania, the National Railway Company that operates independently from municipal authorities regulates the function of providing railway services for passengers. 
Housing – 1.0.
Police – score 0,5: The local authorities carry out public order function in close cooperation with the territorial National Police Units.

CARING 
CODING 3 (2 since 2018)
General caring services – Score 1.0.
Special groups – Score 1.0.
Child protection – switch from score 1.0. to score 0.0. in 2018: as it was explained above, the national reform on re-organizing child protection institutions was implemented in 2018, switching from municipal decision-making to national one. 
CODING: 3
4. Fiscal autonomy

Considering fiscal autonomy in setting independently taxes, the Lithuanian municipalities can set only minor taxes in real estate, business or similar fields, e.g. property tax for enterprises, land use or permits for business. In the national system, the bulk of municipal tax revenues (approximately 65%) comprises personal income tax allocated for individual municipalities by state regulations. The Law on Ratification of Financial Indexes of State and Municipal Budgets determines the exact percentage of income tax allocation for municipalities for the corresponding year. Another 15% comprises estate taxes on enterprises and the remaining 5% of non-tax revenues from such sources as municipal property use, administrative fees for local services and local taxes. Additionally, Lithuanian law does not define the concept of local taxes. Taxes ascribed to the municipalities (except personal income taxes) may be defined as local, but municipalities can only decrease their rates or exempt them (Saparniene, Lazauskiene,2012). A score of 1.0 is recorded because of limited municipal contribution to set up the rates for minor taxes independently. The share of autonomously defined municipal taxes comprises only approximately 1-2 per cent of budget revenues (Ministry of Finances, 2020). Overall, the municipal independence to redistribute the state assignations is substantially limited considering the extensive set of regulations defined in the annually endorsed The Law on the Approval of Financial Indicators of the State Budget and Municipal Budgets (Bucaite-Vilke, Vilkas, 2018). The significant changes approved in 2002 enabled the growth of state donation for municipal functions but limited the revenue from income taxes for individual municipalities. In 2021, the mayors addressed the government regarding the strengthening of the financial independence of municipalities and asking for personal income tax re-allocation on population growth and economic performance basis as well as considering Covid-19 pandemic impact (Lithuanian Association of Local Authorities, 2021)
.

CODING: 1
5. Financial transfer system
Considering the proportion of unconditional financial transfers to total transfers received by municipalities, Lithuania represents the case of a relatively proportional balance (unconditional transfers comprise from 40-60%). According to the Law on the Approval of Financial Indicators of the State Budget and Municipal Budgets, national financial grants and subsidies comprise more than 50% of all municipal revenue. These state subsidies are conditional and refer to the implementation of autonomous and state-delegated functions (especially in education and social care). From 2015 to 2020, the government did not implement significant changes regarding the financial transfer system. Due to economic growth from 2015 to 2016, the share of municipal expenditures for implementing autonomous functions has started increasing by approximately 8.03 per cent in all categories of education, social welfare, transport, housing, health care and others (Bucaite-Vilke, Vilkas, 2018). As for 2021, municipalities' projected revenue to finance autonomous functions will be lower by as much as 59.1 mln. EUR or 3.4%. The main reasons are rising costs for performing autonomous municipal operations, additional costs due to the pandemic, the need to increase investment spending from the EU Structural Funds (Lithuanian Association of Local Authorities, 2021). 
CODING: 1
6. Financial self-reliance
Referring to the proportion of local government revenues derived from different local sources, own Lithuanian municipal budgeting sources yield approximately 10-12% (depends on the municipal size and their economic performance). On average, the main sources of municipal budget revenues comprise different taxes sources, including personal tax revenues (33 %), non-tax revenues (12 %), subsidies and state grants (55 %). The share of autonomously defined municipal taxes comprises only approximately 1-2 per cent of budget revenues (Bucaite-Vilke, Vilkas, 2018). We refer to the score 1 with the lowest percentage for own municipal sources. From 2015 to 2020, only minor changes were implemented concerning municipalities' options to define the property tax rates and regulate business license fees.
CODING: 1
7. Borrowing autonomy
Concerning local authorities’ options for borrowing restrictions, the Lithuanian municipalities represent the case of borrowing without prior authorization but with some restrictions imposed by the central government (score 2.0). Considering this aspect, municipalities actively borrow financial assets from different sources, especially to cover the investment projects obligations financed from the EU Structural Funds. According to the Ministry of Finances (2021) data, compared to 2020, municipal budgets' total revenue is expected to grow by 276 million EUR in the coming years (8.4%). Due to the circumstances caused by the coronavirus, the collection of municipal budget revenues has been affected significantly in 2021 within the loss of income. It is projected that municipalities will be obliged to borrow up to 53 million EUR to cover the budget loss (Ministry of Finances, 2021)
. Central government authorities do not impose any restrictions in managing municipal debts and borrowings. 
CODING: 2
8. Organisational autonomy
In Lithuanian municipalities, the municipal council under the mayor’s recommendation and political confidence appoints local executives (the director of the municipal administration). This director of the municipal administration is accountable to the council and elected mayor. According to the national legislation, the municipal administration director is directly responsible for the implementation of the laws and decisions of the central government and municipal council. However, some clashes arise in 2015 with the introduction of direct mayor elections in terms of the mayor and director of municipal administration's overlapping functions. Considering staff policies and local administrative structures, local authorities have relatively high autonomy in hiring their personnel, choosing an organisational structure, fixing salaries and establishing municipal enterprises. The municipal council approves the proposal for the municipal organizational structure and their units. Staff competencies, salaries, and work contracts are a direct responsibility of the municipal administration director under the provisions of the Civil Service Act (only for civil servants that operates as a unitary system without specific classification of a group of municipal servants). For the administration aspect, we choose a score 3.0. 
CODING: 3
Interactive-rule
9. Legal protection

From 2019, the overall score on Legal Protection is 3.0. The main constitutional protection and regulations of local authorities are set in the Constitution Article 10 on ”Local Self-Government and Governance". Besides, Law on Local Self-Government determines local authorities' legal guarantees and regulates this legal protection more precisely. The law ensures that municipalities' rights cannot be limited or violated, except in the cases explicitly foreseen in this rule. Looking at the Lithuanian situation in the existence of constitutional means to protect local authorities' interests, the significant changes occurred in 2019. The new Constitutional amendments were approved by the national Parliament, allowing individual recourse to the Constitutional court. This means that any individual or legal entity who considers that a law violates his or her constitutional rights or freedoms and has exhausted all legal remedies may apply to the Constitutional Court (Constitution, 30 Article, Part 1). The process means the right of persons (including local authorities) to apply directly to the Constitutional Court is available but not considered as an absolute right; the special requirements are set for an individual constitutional complaint that will be examined. A necessary condition for applying to the Constitutional Court is that the individual or legal entity must have exhausted all other legal remedies effective in their particular case. The other lawful means to settle disputes with higher authorities are set. 

CODING: switch 2 to 3 (in 2019)
10. Administrative supervision
Lithuania score for 2.0. for the extent to which administrative supervision of municipality is obtrusive. In our case, the central authorities supervise compliance with the laws and legislations. For example, National Audit Office performs the monitoring and controls the implementation of different municipal scale aspects, e.g. supervision of state-delegated functions, performance, and public services quality. Referring to the Law on the Administrative Supervision of Municipalities, State officers supervise the compliance of municipalities with the central government's decisions. The Law on the Administrative Supervision of Municipalities defines the general framework and guidelines for municipalities' administrative supervisions. There is a particular position of government representative as an independent constitutional figure who is accountable to the Prime Minister and supervises the municipalities under his/her jurisdiction (on a regional scale) (Law on the Administrative Supervision of Municipalities, firstly approved in 1998; only minor amendments in 2015-2020). The national government representative's primary executive function is to supervise whether municipalities follow the Constitution and follow the laws when executing governmental decisions and implications. 

CODING: 2
11. Central or regional access
Lithuania is scored 3.0. for the extent to which municipalities have different channels to influence central authorities. In 2010, the regional tier was abolished, keeping a unitary single-tier administrative system. So far, the municipalities are using different channels to approach higher-level decision-making processes through formal consultations and procedures. In terms of formal representation structure, the Association of Local Authorities of Lithuania is the main actor in political deliberation and consultation processes, e.g. governmental working groups, legislation amendment suggestions and municipal interests’ representation. From 2015 to 2020, no major changes in terms of central access occurred in national legislation. The exception is growing discussion on the need to strengthen Regional Development Councils' powers that could take more active decision-making power for regional-scale problems, especially in managing regional development plans (amendments to the Law on Regional Planning in 2020, No. XIII-3041). According to the renewed law, The Regional Development Council is a legal entity established by the municipalities, which plans and coordinates the national regional policy's implementation, promotes social and economic development, and represents the region on a national scale.

CODING: 3
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Additional questions (2020 only)
With these additional questions on the potential causal mechanisms and effects of local autonomy, we want to collect a current perception. More concretely, it means that it would be great if you could give us your answers to these questions directly here (i.e. no coding sheet), without considering any possible asymmetries in your country (i.e. national level only) or any changes over time (i.e. 2020 only). Any interesting (legal) indication may be also mentioned/added.
To better understand how an external shock may cause a change in local autonomy in a given country, a question is asked about the implication of Covid-19 pandemic.
The effects of local autonomy concern the satisfaction with local government service delivery, the importance of local government for citizens, the satisfaction with local democracy, the turnout at local elections and the trustworthiness of local politicians.
Implication of Covid-19 Pandemic

	Implication of Covid-19 pandemic
	The extent to which the autonomy of local government has been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic
	0-3
	0 local government autonomy has generally decreased with the Covid-19 pandemic

1 local government autonomy has not been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic

2 local government autonomy in health has increased with the Covid-19 pandemic

3 local government autonomy in health and in other fields related to the Covid-19 pandemic has increased
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Satisfaction with local government service delivery

	Satisfaction with local government service delivery
	The extent to which the citizens are satisfied with local government service delivery
	0-3
	0 citizens are generally not satisfied at all with local government service delivery

1 citizens are generally moderately satisfied with local government service delivery

2 citizens are generally most satisfied with local government service delivery
3 citizens are generally entirely satisfied with local government service delivery


CODING:1
Importance of local government for citizens

	Importance of local government
	The extent to which local government has an important role in the daily life of citizens
	0-3
	0 local government is not important at all in the daily life of citizens

1 local government is somewhat important in the daily life of citizens

2 local government is important in the daily life of citizens

3 local government is very important in the daily life of citizens


CODING:2
Satisfaction with local democracy

	Satisfaction with local democracy
	The extent to which the citizens are satisfied with local democracy
	0-4
	0 citizens are not at all satisfied with local democracy

1 citizens are rather not satisfied with local democracy

2 citizens are neither dissatisfied nor satisfied with local democracy

3 citizens are rather satisfied with local democracy

4 citizens are entirely satisfied with local democracy
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Turnout at local elections

	Turnout at local elections
	Electoral turnout at local elections (approximately, last general elections)
	0-4
	0 no elections

1 between 1 and 25 %

2 between 26 and 50 %

3 between 51 and 75 %

4 between 76 and 100 %
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	Electoral participation on local level compared to electoral participation on national level
	The extent to which electoral participation on a local level is higher than on national level 
	0-2
	0 electoral participation on a local level is generally lower than electoral participation on national level

1 electoral participation on local and on national level are very much the same

2 electoral participation on local level is generally higher than electoral participation on national level
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Trustworthiness of local politicians

	Perception of trustworthiness of local politicians
	The extent to which local politicians are trustworthy
	0-4
	0 local politicians are not at all trustworthy

1 local politicians are rather not trustworthy

2 local politicians moderately trustworthy

3 local politicians are rather trustworthy

4 local politicians are very much trustworthy


CODING:2
	Perception of trustworthiness of local politicians compared to national politicians
	Whether local politicians are more trustworthy than national politicians
	0-2
	0 local level politicians are generally less trustworthy than national politicians

1 local and national politicians are similar in terms of trustworthiness

2 local level politicians are generally more trustworthy than national politicians
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� Information of Lithuanian Association of Local Authorities, 2021, available online: https://www.lsa.lt/naujienos/2021/01/22/valdyba20210122/


� Ministry of Finances of the Republic of Lithuania information, 2021, available online: https://www.vz.lt/finansai-apskaita/2020/10/14/vyriausybe-svarsto-2021-m-biudzeta.
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